Introduction
The island of Bali (1 15°longitude east/8°30 latitude south) is the first of the Lesser Sunda Islands from the west. Its surface area is 5600 km2 and its climate tropical, with a dry and a rainy season but a relative humidity always above 70%. The average temperature is around 30°C, with variations between day and night not exceeding 6°C. There are important climatic variations between the north, rather dry part of the island, the wet mountainous centre, and the alluvial plains of the south. In 1980 the population was 2 500 000 inhabitants, with a density varying from 200 to 700 inhabitants/km2. Most of the population practises a local Hindu religion and lives in traditional rural villages, the social structures of which have remained unchanged for many centuries.' The tolerance to premarital or extramarital intercourse varies greatly from one community to the other, but in most cases the sexual partners belong to the same community. Traditionally there are two kinds of marriages in Bali: the union arranged by the parents and the union of two persons in love after a ritual elopement; in the second case, a large proportion of the brides are pregnant.
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Yaws was present throughout Bali until eradication campaigns were carried out by the Indonesian Government in the late 1950s and early 1960s using penicillin.2 These campaigns combined with the wide use of penicillin for other diseases, particularly in children, dramatically reduced the incidence of yaws. In 1980, 27 
